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between ideal and reality, hope and foar - which
makes it the perfect contemporary symbol of
the soctal “clair-obscure™ we aee in. I'm half
Dateh, half Brazilian. So what? 1 don'y lke
labels, where you're from s just another one
1 never think of myself as from anywhere in
particular. Concepts of heritage wero always
very blurry to me. For example, although | grew
up in the Netherlands, | actually spent most of
my time playing PlayStation with my American
nephews on the NATO army base next to my
house, shopping at its convenience store, eic.,
basically growing up with American culture as
much as the Dutch or Brasilian one”

YOU'RE INTERESTED IN THE PLUCTUATION
BETWEEN INNCCENCE AND CORRUPTION
Way?

“I've always been attracted by this Mne in The
Pertrait of Darian Gray by Oscar Wilde, “bebmnd
every exquisite thing les somethinyg tragic”. 1 think
this is very much what all of my works have in
common; despite their youth and beauty, all of
my subjects are doomed to fall lie a Aower I
destined to fade. And | try to capture them In
their defimng moment, forever caught between
innocence and corruption! Thas moment you
realize you can never go home 1o childhood
again”

X % % % % Ok % % % % % O % % % %
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You Ase avouveo 1 i InTeesariona, X ARE CURRENTLY HELD T RISON 1n TiE US,

Nor-GovERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION HUMAN e THEY ARE ALL SENTENCED T0 LIFE WITHOUT 5 nd being
Rugnrs Warc, wincr erenos Hunax P PR WL IV B e e i oty
Rianrs wonLowioe. Wiat oes it * . al:',: T Da o et W SUh thesw tavsciog demsens wwd luetrations,
MEAN IN DAILY LIFE, AND HOW DOES YOUR WUND MILA s which 1 guess had 4 big influence on me. But
ACTIVISH [MPACT YOUR wgﬂ IN PAINTING, IN CONTAGT WITH in the end what is more important is that art
DURAWING AND SCULPTURE? N v should be about humanity and society. | believe
"1 decided to title my first solo show findgame W shoud reflect its time, question the viewes,
I think the work they do to iwvestigate in the W a3 & reference both to a situstion in chess when J and spark 4 debate. | want to make people
feid, how they denounce any sbuse of human the outcome 4 known and inevitable - which aveare by holding up 4 mirroe in which they can
rights all over the world in the media, in order K Marcel Duchamy, who devated the second part K i vhcmwlm' | bcn ity Jop :‘
€ b liffe 10 Chess, becssed with-and toth |=nunyv.n|-m.oum change. [t might
10 infuence the sucharites and make these ke 3fhit Moo chess s cbsessedurth and tothe g L TY T PO P e,
d;um stop is absolutely amazing and vital ¢ in which the end is announced 3 of the very Y Hntingiv ot diné to decorate apartienes, it i
! ‘:'n‘;"’ ‘:";"f:";”,;".ﬁ"':,: ';‘,w‘":"::r:"‘ beginning, Just like the destiny of most of the , @7 instrument of war
 xjishodin ¢ i | T young subjects my works are based on. And all K
in particular againet all forme of unfaie sodal 10 o "of tat show were directly inspired 5 YWHAT DO YOU TIINK OF THE CURRENT
discrimination or inhamane juvenile injostice, W by individual stories o real kids, who have been * SYSTEM OF ART FAIRS AND THE SELECTION
and 1 try theough my work to desounce such o L oo ilence due to the rcumetances of J THEY PROFOSE? MORE GENERALLY WHAT

abuses and pay tribute to the humanity the

victims, For examyple, my tecent shaw Back To v
School ~ A Pertratt Of Youth In Rewole (2037),

portrayed through hypormealistic lfe-sive W
installations, sculptures, and paintings, the *
new confrantation between today’s youth
and reviving nationalism and fascism and
symbolisos the hope for a revolution for civil
rights. And it was impertant for me to not
only echo our political context, but also make
it resamate with the histarical imagery of youth
protesting for civil rights against the Vietnam
war in the 60s, eternaliend in particular by
images of students facing police vielence
with improvised armor made of school sparts
equipment like American football helmets™

16 YOUR POSITION WITH THE ART MARKET *

thetr family, or the social eovironment the:
4 ¥ ¢ PURE AND SiNPLE?

were born in. But afterwards each one of them
represents the struggle of young generations
more generally and it becomes more about who
and what the viewer sees in them and projects
on them™

“Of course I'm the now kid on the block and my
work & not made to match the colowr of your
sofa, s0 I'm confronted with the conservatism
of the art establishment, busy preserving their
pre-accepeed vision of art and long-standing
fimancal interests. Ir definitely means | need
to fight harder. But to be honest, it's not
sosmething that really occupies me. What 1 care
about Ix that my work speaks to everyone, from
the man in the street to the seasoned collectors,
and fortunately that has been the case since the
begmning, 1 believe art shauld be for everyone,
just like education and freedamn, not just for a
fow el procisimed elitists”™

s You DEPICT ALL OF YOUR SUBJECTS Y
GIVING PRECISE CARE TO WOUNDS OR

TRAGEDY, WHERE CAN THIS mru LEAD, AND

s YWY DID YOU CHOOSE T0 EXPRESS YOURSELF
THROUGH HYPERREALISH? AN How poes

* THIS mll EXACTLY SERVE YOUR
ARTISTIC PURPOSE?

‘ﬁil#‘*ﬁtﬁ*

“The choice of the technique of “hyperrealism® WHAT ARE YOU CURRENTLY WORKING ON,
ALL CHMARACTESS IN YOUN DRAWINGS was ever a consclous one, just something that K Anp wry? Do 10U HAVE ANY EXHIBITIONS
presexted i Enocane (2013] xist, ano ok always folt narural to me. When [ was litle | * FREFARATION?

- S

1"

“l was really shocked by last year's violent
events in Charlottesville Virginia, where
young civil-rights counter protesters clashed
with neo-Nazis, white-supeemacists and Ku-
Kiux Klan members, who were opposing the
municipal project to take down the equestrian
statue of General Robert E. Lee, a leading figure
of the Confederates and historical defender of
slavery in America. | went over there to observe
for myself and better understand the social ud
political context that led xo the

*
*
*

ol

To School and Miciuel Jacksen For Presudent,
revealed at Paris Grand Palsis kst Spring, a3
well as the next show I'm currently working on
right new, which should premiere in London in
Ocrober and travel to Miami during Mismi Art
Basel in December. My latest wall-size oil and
egg tempera painting Corey that [ just showed to
you (Ed Note : on the cover of this HEV! issue)
will be revealed there as part of an eight-by
three meter lnp(yl h, uhKh will dicectly address
Y

& vislerics and hatved hib
ill evolve around the So,I'

working on a new series of wall-sized oil And
epp-tempera paintings oo canvas s well s cn
» new monumental lifo-wize oil-painted ssicons
sculpture meant to be a direct counter-response
to General Robert E. Lee equestrian statue, and

| of hope, tolerance, and respect! And |
also pust learned that a work of mine

i
*

*
*

w Musion and mani

opia, e in
Teump's woeds the r\rmnrm camage”. and will
be at the same time my homage to the work of
Francis Bacon™

A Last wosn?
“We are in & treacheroas time It the bottoo

line ers, o decade very much dominated by
lation, and we have reached

pen biro acquired by the Bic Foundation will
also be enhibited for the retrorpective The Bic
Collection curated by Hervé Mikaeloff. which
will be staged this Spring at the CentQuatre
Paris and from there travel around the world™

A poox? A FuTURE EVENT?

“The first edition of Forever Caught Between
Innacence And Corvuption 1 our of stock at
the moment. Hopefully a new revised and
supplemented one should be out next year
induding in particular my latest immersive
installation Ne Pasardn! - & title intentionally
echoing the 305 antifascist movements in Spain
and also England fighting the rise of Nasism
aver Europe - compoved of the sculptures Back

*
*
*
*
*

*
-

a pivor paint in our world history. Questions
we believed had become part of the past are
all of 3 sudden urgent again: what will the
future look like for our young, generation? Will
it be at school or in the streets? Will we shut
up o will we speak up? Will we accept lies or
will we scream hell no? Will we still dream of
tomorrow? | believe the words of Cosetta Scott
King - a famous <ivil rights activist and widow
of Martin Lutber King - have never beea so true
“Freedam is never really won. Ya earn it and win it
in every gemeration'T

Interview by ANNE De HEY!
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